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U.S. Department of State sponsored public opinion survey on Afghanistan Elections
The U.S. Department of State sponsored a nationwide survey in Afghanistan that asked about the upcoming elections there.  The survey, conducted by The Afghan Center for Socio-Economic and Opinion Research (ACSOR), questioned 4,005 adult Afghans across the country between June 4th and June 15th, 2009. 
The survey indicated:

· Afghans are knowledgeable about the August 20th election.  Three-quarters have heard a great deal (29%) or fair amount (43%) about the upcoming vote.  A majority (83%) responded correctly when asked the purpose of the election and when it will be held. Most say they will vote in the presidential election, with some also planning to vote for provincial council representatives.  
· A majority (71%) say the election will have a positive impact on Afghan politics, and more than half (56%) think the vote will be fair.  
· Many Afghans are ready to vote.  Eight-in-ten say they are very (47%) or somewhat (33%) likely to go to the polls.  
· The likelihood people will vote varies significantly among different regions and ethnicities.  Relatively fewer in the largely Pashtun southwest and south central regions say they are likely to vote  (Table 1).  Only one in ten in the southwestern provinces of Kandahar, Helmand and Zabul say they are very likely to vote.  In the south central region, half in Wardak and Khost say they are likely to vote and only a tenth are very likely.
· At the time of the survey – before campaigning began – many Afghans were undecided for whom they would vote.  In response to the question “If an election for President was held today, for whom would you vote?” only 48% named someone who went on to become an official Presidential Candidate.  Those mentioned include Abdullah Abdullah, Ramazan Bashardost, Ashraf Ghani, Hamid Karzai, Gulam Farooq Najrabi, Abdul Salam Raketi, Abdul Jabar Sabit, and Mirwais Yaseni. 15% of respondents said they would vote for the person who will “serve Afghans best.”  
· According to the survey, the following issues are seen as the most serious facing Afghanistan: Economy and Welfare (35%); Security (27%); Infrastructure (17%); and Education (9%)).

	Table 1. Afghans in the Southwest and South Central Regions Least Likely to Vote

	How likely are you to vote in the upcoming election?
	
	
	
	

	
	Region
	Afghanistan (nationwide)

	
	Central Kabul
	East
	South central
	South west
	West
	North
	Central/ Hazarjat
	

	Very likely
	55%
	50%
	28%
	12%
	41%
	63%
	49%
	47%

	Somewhat likely
	27%
	34%
	37%
	45%
	38%
	27%
	36%
	33%

	SUBTOTAL
	82%
	84%
	65%
	57%
	79%
	90%
	85%
	80%

	Not very likely
	6%
	8%
	15%
	22%
	8%
	4%
	5%
	9%

	Not at all likely
	11%
	7%
	16%
	19%
	10%
	4%
	9%
	10%

	SUBTOTAL
	17%
	15%
	31%
	41%
	18%
	8%
	13%
	18%

	Don't know
	1%
	1%
	3%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	1%
	2%

	Total: (%)
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Methodology:  Findings are from a representative, nationwide survey of adult Afghans (ages 18 years and older).  The U.S. Department of State commissioned the survey from Kabul-based firm ACSOR, and worked with them to conduct fieldwork.  ACSOR’s local staff conducted face-to-face interviews with a representative sample of 4,005 Afghans in randomly selected households across the country from June 4-15, 2009.  The sample was a multi-stage, stratified probability sample proportionate to population size.  Roughly half of respondents were women, while some 78% lived in rural areas.  Ethnic groups were included proportional to their representation in the population.

More information can be found on the Information Resource Center page of the U.S. Embassy Kabul website at http://kabul.usembassy.gov/irc.html.
